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rode over to the scene of Ms army's bitter winter of ten years
before. He found all the works in rains and the grounds unculti-
vated. Again, lie went with Bobert Moms and his wife and
Gouvemeur Morris to Trenton, where Washington fished, "not
very successfully" one afternoon, and the next morning "with
more success (for perch)/' He was seldom permitted to be alone,
except when he retired to his room at Robert Morris's house to
write letters.
The other delegates diverted themselves in different ways.
Some of them used the books which had been made available to
the Convention by the Library Company, founded more than
fifty years before by Franklin and the young tradesmen of the
Junto and now numbering six of die Pennsylvania delegates
among its subscribers. Some of the gentlemen of the Convention
probably patronized the Opera House, as the New Theatre had
lately come to be called. Though theatrical performances had
been forbidden in Philadelphia during the Revolution, a com-
pany of actors had come over from New York in June of this year,
to give plays which were cautiously advertised as concerts or
operas. Charles Cotesworth Pinckney made an excursion to
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, first inquiring carefully about the best
public houses along the road. Butler visited his family in New
York, which he thought healthier in summer than Philadelphia.
The New Jersey delegates went home, Paterson to be absent till
he came back to sign the finished Constitution in September,
Sherman and Johnson went to Connecticut During the recess
McHenry of Maryland, who had been away since June 1, arrived
again in Philadelphia. John Fiancis Mercer, another Maryland
delegate, appeared to tak# Ms seat on August 6. He had been a
soldier in a Virginia regiment during the war, and had later
represented Virginia in Congress, But since his marriage to a
Maryland heiress in 1785 he had moved to her state. He at once
opposed the centralizing tendency which he found among the
delegates, and remained only ten days or so.
Meanwhile the Committee of Detail worked on the task of
reducing the Convention's proceedings to a systematic draft of
a constitution. Special, and probably excessive, claims have been
made for the credit of this or that member of the committee.
There are no minutes of their meetings. The surviving documents
show only that the committee began with a copy, presumably

